


In 2025, we continued doing what we believe 
in: building partnerships that help communities 
overcome challenges, grow, dream, and, despite 
difficult times, create opportunities for people.

Partnerships are what gives our team strength, 
too. Especially now, in a constantly changing 
environment where old strategies no longer work 
and planning ahead can feel daunting.

It is thanks to our partners — people and 
organizations who share our values and 
aspirations — that we are able to implement 
new projects, support meaningful change, and 
help those who need care and support.

We are proud that throughout the year we 
had the opportunity to work with partners in 
ten regions of Ukraine. The geographic reach 
of our projects continues to grow — and so 
does the circle of our friends and like-minded 
counterparts. We are truly happy to contribute 
to positive change in communities across the 
country.

At the same time, our core team remains in 
Zaporizhzhia, continuing to work to support our 
home city. 

Two years ago, in response to the challenges 
facing Zaporizhzhia, STEP launched projects 
focused on developing youth infrastructure and 
promoting inclusive education.

New youth centres in Zaporizhzhia, a city 
targeted youth programme, psychosocial 
support for children and families, and training for 
educators — these achievements are also the 
result of close cooperation with our partners, 
including donor organizations, municipal 
institutions, and colleagues from civil society.

We are sincerely and immensely grateful to 
everyone who stood by us and supported our 
work in 2025. And especially to those who 
remain in Zaporizhzhia, who share our hopes 
and dreams for a happy future for our city, and 
who are already working today to make that 
future a reality.

Power of partnerships

We implement initiatives that foster the development of partnerships to 
strengthen and rebuild Ukraine and to help build a civilized, democratic, 

economically resilient, and people-centred society.

What we work for

Our work is organized around a project-based approach. Each project is 
implemented by a dedicated team of managers and experts, assembled 

according to the project’s focus and specific needs. 
 

In 2025, more than 20 volunteers and 30 experts were engaged in the 
administration and implementation of STEP’s projects.

How we work

Democratic and inclusive community development, and building partnerships 
between local authorities and civil society organizations to jointly respond  

to the challenges of wartime

Strategic priorities

Strengthening the capacity of local CSOs to influence development and 
recovery processes in their communities

Improving inclusive education and developing inclusive resource centres,  
as well as providing psychological and social support to families raising children 

with disabilities and children with special educational needs

Legal assistance and legal awareness, particularly for relocated communities, 
internally displaced persons (IDPs), and other vulnerable groups

Engaging young people in local decision-making, supporting the work of youth 
councils, and implementing youth leadership programmes



Integrated lifesaving assistance and protection 
services to conflict-affected and most 
vulnerable individuals in Ukraine
in partnership with the Danish Refugee Council (DRC) and 
with funding from the European Union

completed

1,767 
legal consultations

199 cases 
successfully resolved through 
secondary legal aid 

883 people
participated in information 
sessions on the most pressing 
legal issues

STEP’s legal team provided free legal assistance to 
residents of Zaporizhzhia and Zaporizhzhia Oblast.

Our lawyers provided comprehensive support on housing, 
land, property, and other legal matters — from initial 
consultations to representation in court — helping people 
protect their rights and obtain the documents they needed

Legal assistance was provided through a range of channels:

;; Legal aid hotline 
;; PravoVsim digital legal aid platform
;; Public legal reception office in Zaporizhzhia
;; Consultations and information sessions in 

Zaporizhzhia and neighbouring communities
;; Publications and informational materials

In May 2026, DRC and STEP continued their cooperation 
through a new free legal aid project.

Establishing and protecting housing ownership 
rights: restoring documents, inheritance matters, 
registration in the state register, and other 
property-related issues arising from the war.

Support in obtaining compensation for 
damaged or destroyed housing, including 
submitting applications under the eVidnovlennia 
programme and to the Register of Damage for 
Ukraine.

Assistance with confirming employment records 
and protecting labour rights during martial law.

Assistance with social security and pension 
matters, including applying for or restoring 
payments and completing identification 
procedures for internally displaced persons.

Legal consultations on civil status matters, 
including obtaining the status of a person with a 
war-related disability.

Assistance with restoring and obtaining 
personal documents and establishing legally 
relevant facts, including confirmation of deaths 
that occurred in temporarily occupied territories.

Areas of assistance

Restoring title documents and registering 
ownership to access compensation

Oleksandr*, who was forced to relocate to Lviv 
Oblast, was unable to register his ownership of a 
home damaged as a result of hostilities because 
he had lost a certificate of inheritance.

To restore the title document, a STEP’s lawyer 
submitted a request to the notarial archive. 
Fortunately, the institution confirmed that a 
duplicate of the title document could be issued, 
but it did not have the technical documentation 
for the property. The next step, therefore, was to 
provide legal assistance in obtaining a duplicate 
inheritance certificate and arranging for the 
technical documentation to be prepared.

Thanks to this comprehensive legal support, 
Oleksandr was able not only to register his 
ownership rights in the State Register of Real 
Property Rights, but also to become eligible 
for compensation under the “eVidnovlennia” 
programme.

Obtaining a death certificate for a death that 
occurred in an occupied territory

Serhii’s mother died in a temporarily occupied 
territory. He wanted to settle her estate in 
Ukraine but faced difficulties because he did not 
have the documents confirming her death.

A STEP’s lawyer provided detailed guidance 
on the necessary actions and explained the 
procedure for obtaining a death certificate. 

During the consultation, it became clear that 
Serhii did not have the original documents 
required to register his mother’s death with the 
civil status registration authorities.

The lawyer helped him collect the necessary 
evidence and prepared an application to the 
court under special proceedings to establish the 
fact of death. The court opened proceedings 
and granted the application in full.

Based on the court’s decision, Serhii registered 
his mother’s death with the civil status 
registration authorities and obtained the 
necessary death certificate. 

He can now exercise his right to settle his 
mother’s estate.

Success stories «Thanks to the STEP's lawyer for the clear 
consultation on inheritance. Violetta explained 
in simple terms how to resolve my issue. I would 
also like to express my special thanks for the 
support programmes that help IDPs cover 
notary fees. The cost of obtaining the necessary 
documents was beyond what I could afford, but 
your organization helped me enormously».

From feedback on the STEP’s legal team



Strengthening the Youth Policy in Zaporizhzhia 
City through establishing Youth Centre and 
Youth Council
in consortium with the NGO “Molod Online”, with the support 
of UNICEF and Zaporizhzhia City Council

completed

250+
activities for youth

8000+ 
unique young participants 
who took part in project 
activities and accessed 
services at the Youth Centre

13 initiatives
supported through the mini-
grants competition for young 
people in Zaporizhzhia

This was a comprehensive, collaborative, and inspiring 
effort by a large team, resulting in tangible changes in the 
lives of young people in Zaporizhzhia. 
 
The opening of the first City Youth Centre, mentoring for 
the Youth Council, advocacy for the city programme “Youth 
of Zaporizhzhia for 2025–2027”, and support for 13 youth-
led initiatives — for us, these are more than just project 
milestones. They are success stories that we are proud of.

In less than a year, the Zaporizhzhia City Youth 
Centre has become a hub of opportunities for 
young people. Everyone can find something 
interesting to do here, with all activities offered 
free of charge. 
 
The centre’s main areas of work are career 
development, youth leadership, and personal 
development. Over six months, in cooperation 
with STEP and Molod Online, the staff delivered 
two rounds of a course for young entrepreneurs, 
organized training on civic engagement and 
volunteering, and held career sessions for 
schoolchildren in a “Living Library” format. These 

educational activities were complemented by 
opportunities for quality leisure and socializing. 
 
The centre regularly hosts craft workshops and 
SWOP fairs and runs a variety of interest-based 
clubs. Young people can also book the space for 
their own events, with youth workers providing 
support to help organize them effectively. 
 
The programme of activities and range of 
services offered at the Youth Centre are based 
on the real interests and needs of young people 
in Zaporizhzhia, identified through a survey 
conducted on the U-Report platform.

A new hub for youth initiatives

As part of the project, a comprehensive training 
programme was delivered for the Youth Council 
under Zaporizhzhia City Council in 2024. In 2025, 
STEP and “Molod Online” continued to mentor 
the Council’s new term.

By contributing to the development of the city 
programme “Youth of Zaporizhzhia” and helping 
secure an increase in its implementation budget, 
the renewed Youth Council demonstrated that 
it is an effective platform for representing and 
advocating for the interests of young people.

Soon afterwards, the Council advocated for the 
introduction of discounted fares for students 

on municipal public transport and initiated the 
inclusion of a dedicated provision on youth in 
the draft Charter of the City. Council members 
also contributed to the development of the 
Zaporizhzhia Youth Strategy and took part in 
focus groups within the “European Youth Capital 
2025” programme.

Another important step was updating the 
Council’s Regulations and Rules of Procedure. 
This helped improve its work, facilitate the 
rotation of members, and strengthen the team. 
The Youth Council became more open and 
accessible to residents, while its initiatives 
attracted growing attention from local media.

Meaningful youth participation

This collaboration helped create sustainable 
infrastructure of opportunities for young people in 
frontline Zaporizhzhia — from the Youth Centre, which 
offers quality activities and services tailored to the real 
needs of young people, to the Youth Council, which is 
able to effectively advocate for the initiatives of young 
people. The centre we established continues to operate 
a year after the project ended. And in June 2026, a new 
branch of the Youth Centre opened in Zaporizhzhia’s 
Khortytskyi District, also with UNICEF support.



Feeling. Creating. Living.

An initiative group helped 200 young people 
learn how to care for their mental well-being 
through art therapy practices and individual 
self-recovery strategies.

The project successfully combined educational 
and therapeutic components, allowing 
participants to immediately integrate new 
knowledge into their own emotional experiences.

School of Change

The Children’s Music School No. 5 organized a 
series of environmental activities involving young 
students and their families — from planting 
flowers around the school to a community 
clean-up on Khortytsia Island, from the 
interactive “Sounds of Nature” exhibition to the 
“Second Life of Things” upcycling art project.

Young Psychologist Academy

The Regional Institute of Postgraduate 
Pedagogical Education implemented a training 
programme for young psychologists working in 
the school education system. 
 
Participants took part in simulation exercises 
and workshops led by the institution’s leading 
educators and also worked with real-life cases.

Lucky thirteen: Youth ideas in action
Zaporizhzhia’s first mini-initiatives competition

To give young people an opportunity to shape life in their city and bring about the changes they 
want to see, we launched the Mini-initiatives competition together with our partners. CSOs 
and youth groups with no previous project implementation experience were eligible to apply. 
 
The jury selected thirteen youth-led ideas. Active young people promoted astronomy, created 
new community spaces, played volleyball, football, and table tennis, learned new skills, and 
shared their knowledge with peers, friends, and colleagues. Five youth teams received grant 
funding for their own projects for the first time. Winning the competition inspired them to seek 
additional resources to bring new ideas to life.

“We planned to make this an annual academy... 
If we can secure funding to run it on a long-term 
basis, we will keep the same format. If not, we 
will scale down the programme. We have already 
discussed this with the administration, and it has 
been agreed and included in the plans.“

Making for Change

Young people created an eco-friendly space 
in the area surrounding the City Youth Centre. 
Together with youth workers, they installed 
benches and waste bins made from compressed 
plastic and reclaimed wood at the PlasticOn 
workshop. All the creative solutions were 
developed by designers from Zaporizhzhia.

Rooftop Vibes

Another project created by the Youth Centre 
community. At their initiative, a comfortable 
summer terrace was set up on the centre’s 
rooftop, providing an additional informal space 
for events. Following its completion, the terrace 
hosted painting and craft workshops, yoga 
classes, and psychological support sessions.

From Words to Action

The NGO “Youth in Motion” created a mural 
featuring an important landmark and symbol 
for the residents of Vasylivka city territorial 
community, while also representing the strength 
of youth resistance in the temporarily occupied 
territories of Zaporizhzhia Oblast.

The Last Activist

Zaporizhzhia Legal Alliance developed a 
simulation-based card game designed to build 
skills in organizing community events and 
volunteer projects. 

Throughout the summer, the team ran a 
series of games at universities and colleges in 
Zaporizhzhia, youth centres, and a youth festival 
in the neighbouring Shyrokivska village territorial 
community.

Astro Quest

Perhaps the most romantic of the science 
education initiatives, Astro Quest promotes 
astronomy among young people. The project 
featured events with scientists, as well as an 
astronomy picnic — nighttime observations of 
the starry sky on Khortytsia Island.

FREETIME Summer Platform

A new youth space was created at Zaporizhzhia 
Polytechnic National University. The project also 
offered students a range of activities, including 
an environmental clean-up, debates, art 
workshops, and poetry evenings.

Street Music Festival

More than ten young local music bands 
presented their work. Despite having to hold 
the street music festival in an air raid shelter 
due to safety concerns, the performers shared 
their energy and enthusiasm with the audience, 
making the event no less memorable.

Sports Tournaments

Two youth-led groups initiated table tennis, 
volleyball, and football tournaments between 
schools and universities. The success of these 
events demonstrated the strong demand for 
youth sports activities in Zaporizhzhia.

“This was my first experience writing a mini-grant 
application. It was really interesting, and we are 
already working on another application.“



European Youth Capital 2025
with the support of UNICEF and the TVORY! network (Lviv),  
in partnership with the NGO “Molod Online”

completed

15 events
for young people, including 
focus groups, public dialogues, 
and presentations

1500+
young people took part in the 
programme’s key activities, 
youth initiatives (subgrants), 
and ZAP!FEST event

74 ambassadors
of youth policy who became 
local drivers of change and 
inspired others to get involved 
in the programme’s activities

Zaporizhzhia was selected as one of three cities to 
participate in the National Youth Policy Development 
Programme, implemented by the team behind “Lviv — 
European Youth Capital 2025”.

Together with our partners, we supported the development 
of Zaporizhzhia’s first Youth Strategy. The process began 
by building a community of ambassadors who became the 
driving force behind the initiative.

This was followed by a series of focus groups and sectoral 
meetings, a sociological survey of young people, and a public 
discussion of the draft Youth Strategy.

The programme culminated in the large-scale ZAP!FEST 
event, which brought together active young people, civic 
initiatives, businesses, and educational and creative 
communities from across Zaporizhzhia.

Zaporizhzhia also became one of 17 Ukrainian cities 
competing for the title of “Ukrainian Youth Capital 2026”. 
The nationwide competition recognizes communities 
that consistently develop youth policy, support youth 
initiatives, and create opportunities for young people to 
fulfil their potential.

Zero Space Zp >> Shop Smart!

The team developed and tested a board game 
that teaches eco-friendly habits and shows how 
small everyday decisions can make a difference 
in the life of a city. It is the first environmental 
board game in Zaporizhzhia designed specifically 
for young people. Game sets are available at 
youth centres across the city.

Cultprojector >> Hyperlink Generation

The project created a space where teenagers 
could explore digital art, learn how to present 
themselves, and create their own works. The 
programme included lectures, discussions, and 
workshops, culminating in a digital art exhibition.

Vilni UA, Centre for Support of Civic Initiatives 
>> About Ukrainian: Youth in Culture 

The team organized a series of tours, workshops, 
and creative sessions that helped young people 
learn more about their city and its history. 
Participants not only explored the city’s identity 
but also created their own cultural works.

Radio Na Dotyk  >> The City for Youth

The Radio Na Dotyk team developed the first 
youth podcast guide explaining how city services 
work and where to turn in different situations. 
The project promoted greater transparency in 
the work of municipal institutions, while giving 
young residents their first city navigation tool 
created specifically for them.

Studentstvo NGO >> StandArt: European 
Standards Through the Eyes of Young People

The project helped young people see how 
European standards can be put into practice 
at the community level. Participants learned to 
work with the local context, formulate ideas, 
and propose practical solutions for the city. The 
project resulted in a Collection of Initiatives that 
can be used to address community needs and 
support the development of youth policy.

Youth in Action NGO >> Movement of Unity

Young people from the relocated Vasylivka 
initiated the creation of an accessible sports 
space at a community humanitarian hub. It hosts 
open activities for children and young people, as 
well as training on inclusion and teamwork.

HeroU NGO >> Art for Change

The project provided an entry point into civic 
activism for young people who wanted to make 
a difference but had not yet felt ready to take 
action on their own. A training programme 
was developed specifically for them, covering 
leadership, soft skills development, time 
management, advocacy, fundraising, and 
cooperation with civil society. Participants 
worked on their own ideas, learned how 
to engage partners, find resources, and 
communicate with the community in order to 
successfully implement civic initiatives.

Subgrants for youth-driven change



Circle of Impact: Strengthening CSO leadership 
in community recovery and development
with the support of the National Endowment for Democracy

ongoing in 2026

UAH 230 000
average amount of financial 
support provided for the 
implementation of impact 
projects

Through the project, we are helping 16 civil society 
organizations strengthen their capacity to influence 
important processes and decisions in their communities.

At the first stage, leaders of local CSOs took part in a six-
month training programme covering a range of organizational 
development topics — from strategic planning to building 
effective partnerships and networks.

Participants also had the opportunity to take part in 
mentoring sessions with professional media outlets. The 
teams not only received valuable advice and improved their 
communications, but also established new partnerships with 
media organizations and developed joint content.

Following the training, nine organizations received support to 
implement their own advocacy and impact projects.

It was only through this programme that we really 
understood what impact means. We used to think that 
when you have an idea, turn it into a project, implement 
it, conduct a survey, that is already impact. But every 
project could go much deeper… And, in general, projects 
should be designed with their future impact in mind.

Iryna Platko, ILLUMINE (“OsviChuiu”) NGO

NGO “ILLUMINE” will continue its strategic 
work to promote women’s leadership 
in Reshetylivska community. The team 
will implement a training programme for 
women who want to find their place in the 
civil society sector or a new field, start their 
own business, or launch their own project.

Center for Development and Cooperation 
of the Community will analyze the existing 
tools of the Smart Region digital platform 
and programmes related to participatory 
budgeting in Poltava Oblast. The NGO’s 
experts will conduct focus groups with 
residents, develop proposals for changes, 
and advocate for their official adoption.

Sustainable Development Platform 
“Perspective” will share its advocacy 
experience with colleagues across the 
region. The team will engage CSOs in 
Poltava Oblast and equip them with 
practical tools for influencing important 
processes in their towns and villages.

NGO “Power of Podillia” from Vinnytsia will 
teach youth how to understand budget 
processes, engage with local authorities, 
and develop their own projects. Young 
people will not only strengthen their 
financial and legal literacy but also put their 
new knowledge into practice by preparing 
applications, developing budgets, and 
submitting them to grant competitions.

NGO “Green Bucha” will engage residents 
in updating the local environmental 
programme through surveys and 
public events. The team will also run an 
advocacy and media campaign promoting 
environmental solutions for the community.

“ICan” Charitable Foundation will initiate 
a series of dialogues in Kharkiv involving 
women’s CSOs, local authorities, and 
gender policy experts. Together, they will 
identify women’s needs in the areas of 
safety and urban recovery and develop 
proposals for integrating gender-responsive 
approaches into local policies. This 
document will provide a basis for strategic 
advocacy on behalf of women in Kharkiv.

“DOBRO“ Community Development 
Foundation will lay the groundwork 
for launching public monitoring of the 
Odesa City Strategy. Activists will develop 
a clear system of indicators, propose 
digital solutions, and prepare practical 
recommendations for local authorities.

NGO “Buchach-ART” plans to transform 
the formal process of developing the 2034 
Strategy and Charter into an open dialogue 
about the future of Buchach community. 
To this end, activists will hold a series of 
public meetings and discussions at the 
Buchach Art Yard, a popular local venue, 
develop thematic information materials, 
and produce joint publications with local 
and national media.

CF “100% LIFE. Kyiv Region” will help 
partner communities develop and 
implement conflict-prevention policies and 
procedures. The organization’s ultimate 
goal is to strengthen the role of civil society 
in the recovery of Kyiv Oblast, including 
by enabling CSOs to participate more 
effectively in working groups and advisory 
bodies in their communities and the region.

From local changes to sustainable impact
What project participants are working on in 2026



Adaptive sports for veterans
with the support of UNDP Ukraine

completed

UAH 1.1 million
value of specialized 
equipment provided to a 
municipal institution for 
adaptive sports activities

Adaptive sports are more than simply restoring physical 
fitness. They are about psychological stability, trust, 
teamwork, a sense of support, and returning to an active life.

In this project, we addressed not only the physical aspects 
of recovery but also stress, traumatic experiences, emotional 
support, and the professional resilience of specialists who 
support people returning from the war.

;; Delivered training for coaches working with veterans
;; Strengthened the professional capacity of specialists 

from relevant city departments.
;; Organized mentoring sessions featuring discussions 

of real-life cases involving work with veterans.
;; Purchased equipment for adaptive training, now 

used by one of the city’s municipal sports and 
physical education centres.

“The training helped me gain a deeper understanding of the 
extent of psychological trauma experienced by veterans.”

“The most useful part was the combination of theory with 
practical examples, visual materials, and live interaction 
among the participants.”

Feedback from participants of the training for specialists

Integrated Education, Child Protection, 
Resilience and Inclusion to war-affected, 
vulnerable, IDP children and caregivers in North 
and East of Ukraine
with the support of Lumos Foundation

1,350 children
received support through 
mental health, social 
protection, and partner 
assistance programmes

285 children
received inclusive education 
kits (preschool children and 
students aged 6–17)

In March 2026
with the support of Lumos,  
a Temporary Educational 
Space was opened at a school 
in Zaporizhzhia

The project focuses on supporting the most vulnerable 
families, including IDP families, large families, single-parent 
households, and families raising children with disabilities. 
 
Mobile teams of qualified educators and social workers 
provide comprehensive psychosocial support through 
consultations and case management. The project also 
provides legal assistance to children, their parents, and 
guardians, including support with applying for compensation 
for destroyed property, submitting claims to the Register of 
Damage, and obtaining legal statuses and benefits.

Another important area of support from the Lumos 
Foundation is the provision of educational kits with tablets, 
learning materials, and art therapy resources for children 
with special educational needs. These assistive tools make it 
easier for students to access remote or blended learning.

The project also included training for teachers on providing 
psychological first aid to children, helping to strengthen the 
community of professionals in Zaporizhzhia equipped to 
support children in the face of the challenges of wartime.

ongoing in 2026



Income and expenditure report
Financial statements

UAH 22,610,400
Grants and subgrants awarded through 
competitive processes to implement our own 
projects and deliver projects of international 
organizations in targeted regions of Ukraine

— UNICEF
— UNDP in Ukraine
— DRC Ukraine
— National Endowment for Democracy
— Lumos Foundation / OCHA

— Purchase of equipment, educational 
materials, and other support items for 
beneficiaries of grant-funded projects
— Organization and delivery of events
— Payment of expert fees
— Administrative expenses
— Other expenditures in accordance with 
approved project budgets and the statutory 
activities of the NGO STEP.

UAH 22,610,400
Implementation of grant-funded projects and 
targeted expenditures in accordance with 
approved budgets and donor requirements:

Strengthening the team

Big projects are never accomplished alone. In 
2025, we implemented a project in a consortium 
for the first time — with the NGO “Molod Online”. 
Our shared success confirmed the effectiveness 
of this approach. Combining the strengths of 
our organizations and supporting each other at 
every stage helped us not only fully achieve the 
project’s objectives but also strengthen both 
teams. Today, we continue to work closely with 
our colleagues and draw on their expertise in our 
work with young people.

Events that make a difference for youth

2025 was packed with large-scale events for 
young people that we organized together with 
UNICEF, Zaporizhzhia City Council, the NGO 
“Molod Online”, and other partners. The MEET-UP 
2.0 Youth Forum, the “PLYN” career fairs, Europe 
Day, Youth Day, and ZAP!FEST were among the 
year’s most memorable and energetic moments.

Legal Development Network

Since 2021, STEP has been a member 
organization of the Legal Development Network. 
This partnership helps us strengthen our 
legal projects and systematically enhance 
the professional capacity of our lawyers. In 
2025, with the support of the Network and the 

GlobalGiving platform, our specialists provided 
consultations, legal awareness sessions, and 
group sessions for IDPs and representatives of 
relocated communities in Zaporizhzhia.

Internal policies and standards

Last year, STEP successfully completed a 
micro-assessment for UNICEF implementing 
partners and adopted a number of important 
policies covering financial management, 
procurement, and project and programme 
management. Through our cooperation with 
the Lumos Foundation, the organization also 
gained practical tools for making our events and 
programmes more inclusive.

STEPping forward

Our team is committed to continuing to grow, 
working in new local contexts, and testing new 
approaches. In 2025, we launched a project 
supported by the National Endowment for 
Democracy (NED), bringing together CSOs from 
across Ukraine as our partners for the first time. 
Moreover, the project includes an “experimental” 
component focused on cooperation between 
civil society and independent media. 

Together with our project participants, we are 
also learning how to tell the story of our work 
more effectively.

Other significant achievements in 2025
Key partnerships, events, and opportunities for growth



New projects and partnership initiatives
Expanding our programmes and geographic reach

Strengthening the сapacity of municipal youth 
centres and youth councils in Dnipro and 
Zaporizhzhia Oblasts

In 2026, STEP is continuing its cooperation with 
UNICEF to advance youth policy. Through the 
new project, we are scaling up our experience 
of establishing a youth centre and training youth 
council members in Zaporizhzhia to territorial 
communities in Dnipro Oblast. To achieve 
this, we are working with regional and local 
authorities, expanding our network of regional 
coordinators, and creating new opportunities 
for young people. This time, we are also placing 
particular emphasis on a new component — 
Career Trajectory. 
 
Life Without Barriers — free legal aid and 
humanitarian support

Together with our partners at the “Posmishka 
UA” Charitable Foundation, we are expanding 
access to free legal assistance in Zaporizhzhia, 
Dnipro, Kharkiv, Sumy, and Donetsk oblasts. Our 
lawyers help people address issues ranging 
from restoring documents and accessing social 
benefits to obtaining compensation for damaged 
or destroyed property and resolving other legal 
matters arising from the warю The project is 
funded by the Ukraine Humanitarian Fund. 
 

Voices of Memory: Preserving Jewish heritage in 
Southern and Eastern Ukraine 
 
In partnership with UNESCO Ukraine and with 
financial support from the European Union 
in Ukraine, we have launched an educational 
initiative aimed at preserving, researching, and 
promoting the rich Jewish heritage of southern 
and eastern Ukraine. The project will feature 
lectures and discussions for everyone interested 
in history and cultural heritage. Its key outcomes 
will include the creation of a historical “Memory 
Route” highlighting Jewish heritage sites in 
Zaporizhzhia and an interactive video tour.

Beekeeping: A path to self-employment

Back in 2021, we introduced young people to 
beekeeping as a potential field of employment. 
In 2026, we are returning to the topic, this 
time working with adults who are looking 
for knowledge and start-up support to 
launch their own businesses in beekeeping. 
Project participants will learn the basics of 
entrepreneurship, finance, marketing, and 
online sales. They will also receive specialized 
equipment and support in developing a business 
plan. The initiative is implemented as part of 
ISAR Ednannia’s “Unity for Community” project, 
co-financed by the European Union and the 
MINDERO Foundation.

launched in 2026 Our projects in the media

“Rubryka” on youth policy development in 
Zaporizhzhia

Legal Development Network on STEP’s work as a 
member organization

“GRUNT” on Zaporizhzhia’s participation in the 
“European Youth Capital 2025” programme

“Rubryka” on the “Circle of Impact” training 
programme for CSOs

Local media outlet on the work of the 
Zaporizhzhia City Youth Centre

ZAHID.NET on the experience of the “European 
Youth Capital 2025” programme

https://rubryka.com/article/molodizhna-rada-u-zaporizhzhi/
https://rubryka.com/article/molodizhna-rada-u-zaporizhzhi/
https://ldn.org.ua/event/zaporizka-ho-step-peretvoriuie-bezoplatnu-pravovu-dopomohu-na-vyhrani-sudovi-spravy/
https://ldn.org.ua/event/zaporizka-ho-step-peretvoriuie-bezoplatnu-pravovu-dopomohu-na-vyhrani-sudovi-spravy/
https://grnt.media/special-project/yak-molod-formuye-novu-strategiyu-rozvytku-zaporizhzhya/
https://grnt.media/special-project/yak-molod-formuye-novu-strategiyu-rozvytku-zaporizhzhya/
https://rubryka.com/article/komunikatsiyi-go/
https://rubryka.com/article/komunikatsiyi-go/
https://1news.zp.ua/sovremennoe-prostranstvo-dlya-samorazvitiya-tvorchestva-i-obshheniya-kak-v-zaporozhe-rabotaet-pervyj-gorodskoj-molodezhnyj-czentr/
https://1news.zp.ua/sovremennoe-prostranstvo-dlya-samorazvitiya-tvorchestva-i-obshheniya-kak-v-zaporozhe-rabotaet-pervyj-gorodskoj-molodezhnyj-czentr/
https://zaxid.net/yak_lvivska_komanda_tvori_pidtrimuye_prifrontovi_gromadi_n1635543
https://zaxid.net/yak_lvivska_komanda_tvori_pidtrimuye_prifrontovi_gromadi_n1635543
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